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The Statistics

Ferhaps reflecting prowing business confidence and a wider, prowing European
SCONGMY, More wisitors than ever walled the vast halls of the Bsenwarenmasss —
Cologne’s Intermational Hardware Fair - at the beginning of Mardh this year. In the
foir elays of the shaw | can conlirm thae the main halls were sery Busy with vBitars
firom all over Europe and the LBA_ | spoke to some who came fnom as far sy as
South Afica and MNew Zealand especally to see the wols and accesseries on offer
— foousing on the newer, more innovatfae ones and the pood old fasountes thac stll
sall weall, Ahomathar visitors cama frem 143 countries and made up over 7096 of
wisitor numbers.

The crganisers also managed bo rase the nurnber of exhibivars fram around
2670wy 1 T0 - another |00 = representing 58 courttries in all

I heard sarme mixed repors from exhibiooes sbour the eaension of the show
from thres days in 2016 o four days in 2018, Tha busy exhibiors welcomed the
b T T see olpnis, while some of the kss well-visited starnds had undansed
personned irying to book an earler fighs home.

Howiever, the orgarsers have judged — no doubt from gereral feedback- that
the Shawe will continwe to be faur days lang in 20200

Batharivm Harmers, SO0 of the Koelnmesse says that the 3018 nurnbers
wonfinm the Show as the “niember one event of the hardware ndustry™

b Herbsert frsrm the Eurspean DI Reail Association sgreas that the kenpar
duration was welcormed by intermational visitors, and underines the primacy of the
Esmanwaranmesse as the pramier Intemagional hardwarg shaw
Every Show Moods Some Swards

I ki wwvards at shiows not 5o much because of the gitz and congatdanons, but
because of the insights the judges bring to their judgements. OF course, it always
Fielps that the sick presentatons, midic and delicaus grub in the corpany ol serme
beresting rberraticna journalsts are a fEature of Cologne's Award Ceremaong:

Iwas anly chaflerged eroe about Brexit by the Eurapean surnalias ar our
bl ... bat in a very jocular wany!

Corparate Sodal Responsibilicy fosmed want to Knipes-¥¥arks {think plaers
mmiaicer] on 2 number of grownds. Mot only does the company ensure productivity
Faind by trasting amployees vl and providing good workplaces, it alsa cantrols
woaste ardd energy use and has a number of initatives going on in local communities.

Thea Iniscreatian Award was harder to decide, 50 i the end thees companies
featured: - Hazetwerke {spanners], Knipex-serk and Wiha YWerkeoupe
facravwdrivers aic)

Since Wika often features in the pages of ToolBusiness and Hire | beat a path to
their stand B examine the product —a cormpact battery possensd tongue
screwdiver that & sure to becomee a favourite with slectridans and in some ares
of elecrrical ranulaciire. Wina has packsged it up with all the exras sne could
nizedd, 50 watch this space whan | get one be oy out

www.toolbusiness.co.uk

::gne’s the Place to Be fo

Same ToalBusiness Highlights

It abwarys a trean to dhat with Bromg Bouygues Froem G5, a French tamily
o compay that makoas walders, bactary fh.;rgc-':. and relaged mams lrpaly in
Franoz. In discission wich him be transports wou to a world beyond velgar politcs,
whiore business and socal logc aperate and shows thar we should perhiaps be a lot
wiser than we are, There is a lot of value in @king in 2 longer perspective ither
than seagly daing tha nesxt deal.
Coast Torches

Thie Coast Ferches Tearn from the LK wmlosrmed us to their stand clisching
coflee oups a5 an ald b keopng awake after a very bugy St day For the team, the
shiowr had alresdy paid for ioself handsomely and the rate of meatings and deaks
looked like it was going to increase even further. WWell-done Coast Team
Stahbwille

It i& chear that we aren't going to see the imits of digital technologies Tor a while
and & quick wisip 1o Stakhbedlke (think spanners and wrenches) confiomed this, The
company”s DAMFTIC system provides a system to monor, check and netesark
ks that s quick and eficent. The ald madal of a fithy warkplace wich toak king
arcund is increasnghy unlikely as sandards of compliance ard mfety rise. There
was ket a chanos to hawe a go at sorme “virtual reality ' sngines repar.
Taiwan Excellence Campaign

| speig & lat of v ot e Taiwan Excellence Campaign stand which
shiovwcased soma of the developmients takdng place intha Far East, W alresdy
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r Tools and Stuff

kiwpar thar Astais capable of top elass manufaciurivg, bt what was clear from the
stand is that design, developrment and innovation in everything (rom tools o taps =
akin of & vary high standard, | was ghvan o guick per of the Dafar combined hdder
and work pltdorm. | use these things a lot and | thoughs it was impressive = Petor
Yo, Sales Manager, took pains to point out al che feabures that complied with ELF
standards, so it mzy be with us sooner rather than later,
Toolstream and Triton

Toalstrearmn, parent company to Tritan Took, had a brge stand and welcomed a
lat of visiners looking at the resw Bunches in the Teivon range, Riys Phillips,
Matioral Aocount Manager, puded me through a fow new things mdluding sandors,
a nee blg rauter and the wery capabla benchoop thicknesser. Titon toals fill an
irteresting niche and it would be good to get a few in Jor review.
Map Brands

Also interesting, as it looks like a glimpse into wihat the future far sorme brands
right b, was a tour reund thie Map Beands stand, With lizensed brards fom the
likes of S@mnfey and DEWALT, & covered a wide ranpe of product growps from FPE
to garden tosls. Tha micdsl would seam o provida the flesibility o add and
remove products with changing market conditons, without ncurming the expense
of actualy making products. Map Brands has irstead, the nesponsbility of
marketing the tools e in the approprizte ways in the best markets.
Wera Abways Has Mew Produces

‘With igs glant presence at the show, as much atended by Wera Tool Febels ac
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